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SECTION 1: IBDP@TKC LANGUAGE PHILOSOPHY

The Philosophy

The International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme Kolej Tunku Kurshiah language
philosophy, in accordance with the International Baccalaureate Organisation’s policies,
recognises that language is central to learning. All teachers are responsible for the language
development of their students and are responsible for facilitating communication through
the planning and delivery of their courses.

Our language policy aligns with the IB Standard and Practices:

● The school places importance on language learning, including mother tongue, host
country language and other languages (IB Standard A, Practice 7).

● Teaching and learning addresses the diversity of student language needs, including
those for students learning a language(s) other than their mother tongue (IB Standard
C3, Practice 7).

● Teaching and learning demonstrates that all teachers are responsible for language
development of students (IB Standard C3, Practice 8).

● Assessment at the school aligns with the requirements of the programme(s). (IB
Standard C4, Practice 1).

● Collaborative planning and reflection recognizes that all teachers are responsible for
language development of students (IB Standard C1, Practice 8).

● The school utilizes the resources and expertise of the community to enhance learning
within the programmes (IB Standard B2, Practice 11).

As an IB World School, we support and value our students’ mother tongue while guiding
them through the process of language acquisition. As stated in Language and Learning in IB
Programmes, “the ability to communicate in a variety of modes in more than one language
is essential to the IB concept of an international education that promotes intercultural
perspectives,” which is one of the foundations of our language philosophy.

Our school recognizes that students learn language through using language, and provide
students with as much opportunity as possible to experiment with and build upon their
language skills to accomplish meaningful purposes in real life contexts.

The IBDP at Kolej Tunku Kurshiah strives to maintain an atmosphere in which students are
provided the opportunity to acquire second language proficiency in a safe environment for
learning. This will lead to lifelong enthusiasm for language learning and development, which
is essential for students’ social, emotional, and cognitive development. Effective language
learning will also enable students to become fully functioning members of the global
community.
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1.1 Language For All

1.1.1 Language and literacy is crucial for all successful learning, linguistic, cognitive and
academic, across the whole curriculum.

1.1.2 An effective language policy is essential to an internationally minded education and
the personal development of each student.

1.1.3 Language is at the heart of cognitive growth, by which meaning and knowledge is
constructed and is essential for the social communication and well-being that
influences learning. Language is integral to identity and builds knowledge of the
universe and self.

1.2 Language and Lifetime Learning Culture

1.2.1 The students´ own language(s) and culture(s) have a central role to play in this
process. A conceptual understanding of the role of language and learning across the
continuum is critical in determining what should be the focus in the processes of
language teaching and learning.

1.2.2 All teachers are responsible for the acquisition and correct use of language by their
students.

1.2.3 Language is seen as involving learning language itself, learning about language and
learning through language, and is the major connecting element across the
curriculum. Therefore, the focus should be not only on language for its own sake, but
also on the language of science, history, mathematics and other disciplines. Because
language is a complex web of connections transcending the artificial separations of
schedules and disciplines, the language strands (listening, speaking, reading, writing,
viewing, grammar and punctuation) are taught and learned simultaneously.

1.3 Language As An International Communication Medium

1.3.1 A curricular emphasis on educating students to be international communicators and
global thinkers necessitates language learning in different modes and in more than
one language.

1.3.2 This emphasis is essential to promote the values of diversity, intercultural awareness
and an international-mindedness concerned with establishing values and a code of
ethics: fundamental dimensions of the curriculum and school life.

1.3.3 The school must recognize the power of the word and that ideas can change the
world. Our students must be life-long learners able not only to confront the world but
to challenge and reinvent the future for the good of common humanity.

1.3.4 Following is the school’s statement of purpose outlining goals for language teaching
and learning constructed around the previous pedagogical and learning beliefs.
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1.4 Language As A Medium of Holistic Development

1.4.1 Believes and plans for language development in a holistic, student-centered manner
within a positive and caring environment.

1.4.2 Language must function to encourage students to become multilingual and
multi-literate in order to be able to participate in, and contribute to, the global
community.

1.4.3 Students and teachers must recognize that language learning is an intellectual
process that develops high level thinking skills and concepts.

1.5 Language As A Key for Learning Process

1.5.1 Believes that successful language acquisition requires students to be actively involved
in the learning process.

1.5.2 Believes in differentiation to meet the needs of individual students.
1.5.3 Values and supports the role of parents and the wider community.
1.5.4 The language implementation must be consistent with the stipulated principles and

practices.
1.5.5 Language is central to learning; all teachers are responsible for facilitating

communication.

1.6 Language As A Native Reinforcement

1.6.1 Language as an outline to enable students to learn at least one language in addition
to their mother tongue.

1.6.2 The development and maintenance of the mother tongue for all learners is to be
supported and practices are in place to provide inclusion and equity of access to the
IB programme.

1.6.3 The language of the host country is to be promoted; recognize that administrators,
teachers, librarians and other school staff will require professional development in the
fields of language learning and teaching.

1.6.4 Consider what resources and practices are to be used to involve parents in planning
their children’s language profile and development.

1.6.5 A language policy must therefore also take into consideration the particular
socio‑cultural circumstances of each school community.

1.6.6 Since these circumstances are not static, a language policy needs to be dynamic
and flexible so that it can evolve with the changing needs of the school population.

1.6.7 Thus it is essential that, when developing a language policy, there are initial and
ongoing collaborative reflective practices in place that will monitor change and
consider the views and wishes of the whole community.
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SECTION 2: IBDP LANGUAGE PROFILE

2.1 Language Requirement for Admission

2.1.1 The Diploma students dual language immersion experience
2.1.1 (a) Diploma students are, with some exceptions, from a monolingual Malay

background; nevertheless, in our school they experience an enriched English language
immersion education, within a stimulating and creative environment.

2.1.1 (b) Language will be a catalyst for developing creativity and talent continuously
and consistently.

2.1.1 (c) Language will be a meaningful platform for exploration and learning
experience that is useful in the future.

2.2 Language of Instruction

English:

The language of instruction of the Diploma Programme for all subject areas is English,
except for Malay A: Literature (Group 1). The IB Diploma Programme students at Kolej Tunku
Kurshiah have a wide range of ability in English language, from highly proficient to
intermediate level students. We understand that students will progress at different paces, and
we view the ongoing language development as the shared responsibility of all stakeholders:
parents, students, teachers, administration, and staff.

Malay:

Malay language will play an important role in non-formal or regular communication,
and acts as the national language when needed. Malay language is also used to clarify
misunderstandings or used to bridge understanding between the two languages, and to
provide a clearer understanding of learning at all times and in all subjects of learning.
However, the subject of Language A: Literature is a compulsory subject taught in Malay, and
therefore its use is mandatory and dominant.

2.2.2 (b)The languages of communication used in the school & outside the classroom

a. Staff may communicate with each other in the language that is the most efficient for
them, nevertheless bilingual staff should address students in English at all times.

b. The school provides information to parents and the outside community in English and
Malay.
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SECTION 3: LANGUAGE POLICY FOR ASSESSMENT

3.1 Assessment Across The Continuum

3.1.1 The philosophy of assessment and the IB assessment principles apply to the Diploma
Programme at Kolej Tunku Kurshiah.
3.1.2 Students engage in a range of assessment tasks covering the four language strands of
reading, writing, speaking and listening.
3.1.3 There is a progression from wholly internal assessment in DP, with the secondary school
bridging the gap by keeping final assessment internal but ensuring that it is externally
moderated.
3.1.4 Collaborative reflection is a key component of developing assessment policy, and must
involve both teaching staff and administrators.
3.1.5 As in the PYP and MYP, the single most important aim of assessment in the DP is to
support and encourage future learning. Absolute reliability of assessment results, though
highly important, cannot take priority over students learning.
3.1.6 Key principles of assessment common to all three programs assessment must support
and encourage effective teaching and learning in the classroom. It should be based on
professional judgment and should reflect the internationally minded dimensions of the
programme.

3.2 Aim of The Assessment

3.2.1 The aim of assessment is to determine the learners’ levels of understanding.
3.2.2 Therefore, it is essential that teachers determine from the beginning what kind of
assessment will allow learners to show that understanding:

3.2.2 (a)Summative Assessment
The aim of this assessment is to determine a student’s achievement level, generally at
the end of a course of study or unit of work, and is demonstrated in a variety of ways
from tests and quizzes to projects and presentations.

3.2.2 (b)Formative Assessment
The aim of this assessment is to identify the learning needs of students and form part
of the learning process itself.

3.2.3 Although summative and formative assessment functions distinctly, the similar
assessment instruments can often be used for either purpose, in which the difference lies in
the way the outcomes of the assessment are interpreted and applied (Black 1993; Wiliam
and Black 1996). The two approaches should interact and be mutually supportive.
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3.3 Assessment Beliefs Integral To Planning, Teaching And Learning

3.3.1 The assessment system and assessment practices are made clear to students and
parents.
3.3.2 There is a balance between formative and summative assessment.
3.3.3 Opportunities for peer and self-assessment are planned for.
3.3.4 Opportunities for students to reflect on their own learning are planned for.
3.3.5 Students’ current knowledge and experience are assessed before embarking on new
learning.
3.3.6 Students are provided with feedback as a basis for future learning.
3.3.7 Reporting to parents is meaningful.
3.3.8 Assessment data is analysed to provide information about the teaching and learning,
and the needs of individual students.
3.3.9 Assessment is used to evaluate the effectiveness of the curriculum.

4.0 LANGUAGE POLICY FOR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

4.1 Provision for teachers, administrators, librarians, other staff in the fields of language
learning and teaching and defining an IB learner profile that is applicable to all, not just to
students.
4.2 The school values the concept of lifelong learning in alignment with the IB mission
statement and strives to provide various opportunities for professional development
4.3 Provision of professional development must give opportunities for both teachers and
school leaders to not only learn about the content of the other programmes but to see them
in action.
4.4 Observing classes and talking with colleagues in another program will not only broaden
teacher’s understanding of IB programs, but also of the learning experience of the students.
4.5 The transitions and articulation needed between programmes will then become clearer
and more meaningful.
4.6 Time and resources allocated for teachers and school leaders across programmes to
plan, develop and implement collaboratively key areas of the continuum such as policies on
language, assessment, provide professional development opportunities.
4.7 Formal professional development opportunities for teachers and school leaders through
cross-program workshops and conferences.
4.8 Classroom teachers and specialists will collaborate and share best practices that pertain
to language acquisition and development.
4.9 Professional development will be provided as necessary.
4.10 The Multimedia Resource Centre and Library provides students with regular access to a
growing collection of books, electronic resources, and various other sources of information in
Malay and English. This practice supports both mother tongue and additional language
development.
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4.11 The Multimedia Resource Centre also offers a selection of IB student and teacher
resources, including language support books and study guides. These provide opportunities
for students and teachers to access resources in both English and Malay languages.

5.0 REVIEWING THE POLICY

The DP coordinator will ensure that the language policy is reviewed and revised every
two years to reflect the current needs of the school population. All staff at Diploma
Programme Tunku Kurshiah College are involved in the development and will agree on the
language policy. All staff is responsible to ensure that the language policy is a working
document, that it is referred to and reflected upon.

SUMMARY

Language Policy should be adhered to and followed by all parties and should serve
as an important guideline at all times. Any amendments relating to this policy should involve
discussions that benefit all parties and shall be implemented in a transparent and has the
purpose to suit current needs.

The Language Policy is regularly communicated to all staff, families, and all
departments. Teachers are responsible to communicate this policy to students and parents.
The Language Policy will be posted on the Diploma Programme Tunku Kurshiah College
website and newsletters/brochures. Families are encouraged to be involved in the school
community whenever possible.

REFERENCES:

https://www.ibo.org/language-policy/
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